Diagnosis and Management of Intraspinal Tuberculoma with Giant Paraspinal Abscesses.
Although tuberculosis is rare in the west, in recent years, it's becoming more and more common in China. Intraspinal tuberculoma is extremely rare, but it's an important cause of morbidity. Magnetic resonance imaging scanning is an effective method for the diagnosis of intraspinal tuberculoma. This case report shows an intraspinal tuberculoma with giant paraspinal abscesses in a 28-year-old female patient with subacute progressing neurologic deficit. L1-L5 laminectomy was performed, followed by extensively excision of intraspinal and paraspinal lesion. Antituberculous treatment was carried out after pathologic diagnosis. An excellent clinical outcome was obtained. Within 24 hours of the surgical procedure, muscle weakness in both lower extremities started to improve. Three days later, the patient felt muscle strength recovered significantly, with grade 4/5 in the lower limbs in 2 weeks. Six weeks later, the patient was able to walk without assistance. The case was treated by surgical excision of an intraspinal and a paraspinal lesion followed by normal quadruple antituberculous therapy. Although intraspinal tuberculoma is a rare entity, it can be effectively diagnosed on the basis of magnetic resonance imaging scanning and treated by the combination of medical and surgical treatments.